
  

 

Aceh’s Progress towards fulfilment of 
MSS in Basic Education 
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SEDIA  

Through the efforts of the 
Provincial Education Office 
(PEO), the TKPPA has 
finalised the calculations of 
the results of MSS costing 
of 23 districts in Aceh for 
the period July-December 
2012. In its calculations, the 
PEO relied on data 
received from those 
donors supporting the 
districts in MSS cost 
calculation as well as data 
received from SEDIA (in 3 
pilot districts) and UNICEF 
(in 3 districts). 
 
The PEO was not able to 
conduct a thorough analy-
sis of the data of the 14 
DBE1 (USAID), as it was 
not directly involved in 
their calculation.  The in-

formation used by the PEO 
to assess MSS fulfilment 
includes aspects such as:  
whether students at some 
schools could be located 
elsewhere where more 
space is available: or 
whether the number of 
students at a school war-
rants an increase in the 
number of classrooms, or 
whether schools have an 
excess or deficit of quali-
fied and certified teachers 
that may warrant either 
their transfer or additional 
recruitment. 
 
The purpose of the PEO/
TKPPA in undertaking 
these calculations is to 
enable the government of 
Aceh to assess how much 

additional investment the 
province requires to fulfill 
MSS of basic education 
and in turn, how this in-
forms its financing policy.  
This also enables it to 
present the full picture of 
MSS costing needs to the 
national government and/
or other development 
partners for support fund-
ing. 
 
The Table below shows 
the calculation of 
additional investment re-
quired to fulfil MSS for 
Aceh is based on 
provincial unit costs (or 
national unit costs if 
provincial unit costs are 
not available). 
 

The Table shows that 23 
districts are included in the 
calculation. A total invest-
ment of Rp. 873.9 billion is 
required to fulfill MSS for 
basic education in 23 dis-
tricts. During the 2011 and 
2012 fiscal years, 14 dis-

tricts expended around Rp 
161,1 billion for MSS basic 
education fulfillment.  

The investment required by 
the province to fulfill MSS 
in 23 districts is no more 
than Rp. 717.6 billion.  

When the PEO conducted 
its evaluation, only 14 dis-
tricts participated; there is 
no information from 9 
districts on how much 
they expended on MSS in 
their districts. 



  

 

The additional cost required by Aceh 
province to fulfill MSS using the fig-
ures for district unit costs is calcu-
lated by ‘multiplying the amount 
needed by each MSS indicator with 
the specific district unit cost for each 
of the 23 districts’. 
 

This table tables show that some 
districts, for example Aceh Utara, 
Bireun, Aceh Tengah, Aceh Timur, 
Pidie,  Aceh Tamiang and 
Subulussalam, require significant 
additional investment to fulfill MSS in 
basic education. This is due to the 
fact that they are geographically lar-
ger than other districts and thus have 
more schools to service (SD/MI and 
SMP/MTs) than other districts. Con-
versely, Sabang, Langsa, Banda Aceh, 
Simeulu, Nagan Raya, Aceh jaya and 
Lhokseumawe require much lower 
investment to fulfill MSS in basic 
education. 
 
The tables also shows that even 
though districts such as Aceh 
Tenggara, Aceh Besar, Aceh Selatan, 

and Langsa require significant addi-
tional investment to achieve MSS, 
they have in fact allocated and 
spent a lot more towards MSS 
realization than other districts. This 
could indicate they have mis-
allocated, or spent too much, on 
what was actually required in; for 

example, building too many class-
rooms when student numbers did 
not warrant them; procuring more 
furniture than what was required; 
or excessive school renovations. 
 
Given this fact, there is a clear need 
for Aceh province to draft a policy 
detailing the levels of outlay/costs 
and budget allocations required by 
each district to achieve MSS 
fulfillment.  There is also a need for 
the provincial and districts 
government to get together to 
discuss and identify the MSS 
indicators that could be feasibly 
financed from Otsus fund and 
Migas funds to achieve MSS fulfil-
ment. 
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A CE H’S PROGR ESS  T OW A R DS F U LFI LM E NT  OF  MS S  I N B ASIC E DUCAT ION  

Aceh Province Education Office (PEO)  led all 
activities on MSS costing   

Capacity building for province and district 
education office’ staffs  


